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2011 Reprint edition of 1961. Full facsimile of the original edition, not reproduced with Optical
Recognition Software. Sonora Carver was an American entertainer, most notable as one of the
first female horse divers. Carver answered an ad placed by "Doc" William Frank Carver in 1923
for a diving girl and soon earned a place in circus history. Her job was to mount a running horse
as it reached the top of a forty-foot (sometimes sixty-foot) tower and sail down along the animal's
back as it plunged into a deep pool of water directly below. Sonora was a sensation and soon
became the lead diving girl for Doc Carver's act as they traveled the country. In 1931, Sonora
was blinded, a retinal detachment, due to hitting the water off-balance with her eyes open.while
diving her horse, Red Lips, on New Jersey's Steel Pier, the act's permanent home since 1929.
After her accident Sonora continued to dive horses until 1942.

This practical, straight forward book is a valuable tool for students navigating what often seems
to be an arduous and mysterious process. Through her acting coaching, Mary Anna Dennard,
has helped numerous students get into prestigious theatre training programs across the United
States. She understands the audition process and what schools are looking for. --Barbara
Mackenzie-Wood, Dept. of Acting/Music Theatre, Carnegie Mellon UniversityAbout the
AuthorSince 2000, Mary Anna Dennard has been a college audition coach for programs in
acting and musical theater and founded the first-ever online prep for performing arts college
applicants, collegeauditioncoach.com. As a nationally recognized expert in her field, Mary Anna
has coached hundreds of students from all over the country, who have been accepted into the
most prestigious college training programs in the United States and Europe.
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KBrown, “Great story. Read this for book club, then knew I had to buy it for my Mother-in-law
who's a horse person. Such a great story!”

A. Gordon, “Love, love, love. I loved the movie and I love the book also! Incredible story of an
incredible woman. Very inspiring.The movie and the book are very different, but both loveable.”

Reader, “Fascinating!. Really fascinating book on a subject, I knew nothing about! The Disney
movie (Wild Hearts can't be Broken, 1991) certainly took liberties with Sonora Webster's story
but did lead me to the book so I'll give it credit for keeping her story alive. It's a short and easy to
read story that I think older kids to older adults could enjoy.”

K. Hammond, “Spirit and Perseverance-- This Girl Had Moxie!. If you like the movie "Wild Hearts
Can't Be Broken", this book gives the non-Hollywood version of that same story. Sonora Webster
Carver, the girl who dove from a 40-foot tower on horseback, after being rendered blind
performing her diving horses act.The real story is very different from the Disney version seen in
theaters in the mid-1990's. I learned that Dr. Carver treated Sonora as a daughter, that her sister
Arnette also dove, and their mother took care of her kids (sorta). I also learned that Dr. Carver
actually had a very good relationship with his son Al and daughter Lorena. You also learned that
Dr. Carver died with his boots on. One more interesting thing was the acrobatic accident with the
rigging collapsing. I won't go into detail about that because headed spoil it, but it was quite tragic
also.It was interesting hearing about some of the different horses. The movie only had Red Lips
and Lightning, but here were five horses total. And the real Lightning had a mishap that was
devastating for the show.I think my favorite thing about the book, especially during this day and
age where people make excuses for their behavior, was that the author didn't excuse her
blindness or use it as a crutch for not being able to do something. She faced it head-on, and she
had a rule that if you tried something and it didn't work out you should be proud because you at
least tried. Sonora said,"... if we are wise we do not make other people miserable by
concentrating on these limitations. One of the fundamental responsibilities of every human being
in his relationship with others is to create happiness, not destroy it. We also have responsibilities
towards ourselves. The prime one is not to make ourselves miserable by dwelling on something
we can do nothing about."If there's anything we learn from Mrs. Carver, it's the limitless power of
spirit and perseverance to push forward under adverse conditions and do bold and wonderful
things. May we all harness a little of that relentless spirit and ride it unflaggingly into our next,
great life adventure!”

Nenah Sylver, “Riveting account by a brave woman who refused to see herself as a victim.
Sonora Webster Carver, who died in 2004, was a remarkable woman who lived life to the fullest
with honesty, self-awareness, and compassion toward others. She never felt sorry for herself, but



embraced all of her challenges (both in her early life and later, after she became blind) with a
sense of adventure and humor. Abundant in imagination and intelligence, she utilized all of her
abundant talents to adapt to the events in her life.We are welcomed into Sonora's world through
rich imagery and description, giving us a sense of immediacy and being with her wherever she
is: in the tank with a horse, on a train traveling to another show, off-stage when a scaffolding
collapses. Carver's life was truly inspiring. "It seems to me," she wrote, "that everyone has to
make adjustments to life, that we all have our limitations, but that if we are wise we do not make
other people miserable by concentrating on these limitations. One of the fundamental
responsibilities of every human being in his relationship with others is to create happiness . . .
The prime [responsibility to ourselves] is not to make ourselves miserable by dwelling on
something we can do nothing about. . . . I often have the feeling that I am part of the world and,
though I cannot see my surroundings, the world is part of me. I am conscious of an
indestructible, indomitable force, a constant and abiding truth that is stronger than any human
being. This presence gives me strength and courage to face whatever comes, and I do not fear
life or anything in it."I am so grateful that this book is available. My local library didn't have it, and
I'm not sorry at all that I had to buy it. This is a book I will read again and again.”

Speech Lady, “WOW. A totally fascinating book! My parents took me to seethe diving horse
several times when I was very young. I never knew anything about them …except that they were
amazing…until now!”

Janice M., “Wonderful book. I had seen the movie a couple of times but this book is better. :-) If
you loved the movie you will enjoy the true this true story. I would give this book a A+A+A+! I
would buy from this seller again. Was as described, packaged well, and was on time. :-)  A+++”

W. D. M., “A Brave Woman and Five Horses. This is a memoir of how a person who faces the
challenges and successes of life thinks. In this case it is a woman relating how her love of
horses and her willingness to try what she had not done but wanted to do gave her a life with no
regrets, even though her drive and determination led to total blindness. Those same traits of
strength led her to accept and take on blindness as simply a new challenge, not a debilitating
halt to her approach to life. This is a book not of an icon but a core individual who icons
represent.I read this at the behest of my daughter-in-law, a horse woman, thinking it would have
no appeal to me, a late 70s, retired, secondary, English teacher. If I were teaching again, this
book would be required reading in my classes.”

P Caillabet, “For horse lovers.... An stunning account of a young girl who had build up a trust with
her horses to do something as crazy as this. Opinions are divided on the humane aspect of what
they did. As a horse owner it is unfathable to think of a horse diving 20m into a pool willingly.
Wouldn't do it myself and wouldn't risk my own horses but makes for an interesting read on how



the 'circus' time in Atlantic City was in the 20's. Animal rights jumped in in the 60's (agree totally)
when they wanted to bring it back into stardom. An amazing women who had amazing horses.
Worth a read for those who are interested in a bit of history and a brave woman!”

Andrea B, “Love this book!. Love, love this book! It was so interesting to read this first-hand
account of an extraordinary life. My sister and I love the movie based on Sonora's life (Wild
Hearts Can't Be Broken), and this book added another dimension to the story that we so love.
So happy we found it!”

Clyde Scobblelotcher, “Fantastic, interesting story of an interesting life.. Great story. Read part of
it with my daughters then they couldn’t wait, so they read ahead and finished it off.”

MARY J., “Five Stars. a great read of a simpler time for anyone who loves horses and brave,
independent women.”

J.B. - AB, CANADA, “Finally can watch anytime. I have looked all over for this now i own it. i
watched this all the time as a child! thanks!!”

The book by Sonora Carver has a rating of  5 out of 4.8. 659 people have provided feedback.
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